
  

 

 

Cornish Welcomes Battleworksô Robert Battle 
 
Nationally-recognized choreographer Robert Battle will conduct a visiting 
artist residency in the Cornish College of the Arts Dance Department in 
October 2009. Assisted by dancer and Battleworksô Rehearsal Director 
Erika Pujic, Battle will stage his dance Rush Hour and teach master 
classes to all levels of the Dance Department students. The residency will 
include a lecture demonstration and open rehearsal for the public.  
 
Robert Battle was a member of the Parsons Dance Company from 1994 
to 2001, where his choreography was featured in New York seasons and 
world tours.  In 2001 he founded his own company, Battleworks Dance 
Company. Battleworks has performed extensively in New York City and 
across the country at such venues as The Joyce Theater, Dance Theater 
Workshop, American Dance Festival, and Jacobôs Pillow Dance Festival. 
In addition to creating dances for Battleworks, Robert Battle has been 
commissioned to create works for the Hubbard Street Repertory 
Ensemble, Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater, Ailey II, River North 
Dance Company, Koresh Dance Company, Ballet Memphis, Introdans, 
and PARADIGM.  
 

Battle regularly conducts residencies at universities throughout the 
country and teaches master classes in NYC and abroad.  In 2005, he was 
honored at the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts as a ñMaster of 
African-American Choreography.ò 

 
Rush Hour was premiered by the 
Parsons Dance Company in 
1998. With original music by John 
Mackey, the dance captures the 
rhythms and intensity of urban life 
with the visceral physicality for 
which Battle is known.  Rush 
Hour will be presented on the 
Cornish Dance Theater Fall 2009 
C o n c e r t  a t  B r o a d w a y 
Performance Hall on November 
20th and 21st.  
 
Funding for the Robert Battle 
residency at Cornish College of 
the Arts has been generously 
provided by the Bossak Heilbron 
Charitable Foundation. 
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Donald McKayle 2008 Residency Recap  
 

Internationally-acclaimed dance icon Donald McKayle conducted a visiting artist residency in the Cornish 
Dance Department in September 2008. With his assistant Amy Sennett, McKayle staged his masterpiece 
Songs of the Disinherited on Cornish Dance Theater and taught master classes to department students. 
Public events during his residency included a lecture-demonstration featuring performance of the danceôs 
signature solo ñAngelitos Negrosò by junior Sarah Lustbader, and an open rehearsal. The residency 
culminated in the performance of Songs of the Disinherited on the Cornish Dance Theater Fall 2008 Concert.  
 
Born in 1930, Donald McKayle is recognized as one of the most influential choreographers of our time. His 
career has spanned the worlds of modern dance, Broadway musicals, and Hollywood film and television. His 
choreographic masterworks, considered modern dance classics, are performed around the world and are in 
the repertories of established companies such as the Jos® Lim·n Dance Company, Alvin Ailey American 
Dance Theater, and Cleo Parker Robinson Dance Ensemble. Songs of the Disinherited  was created in 1972 
for the Inner City Repertory Dance Company of Los Angeles, and has entered the repertories of several 
professional companies. Set to spirituals, Songs eloquently articulates aspects of the Black Diaspora in the 
New World. 
 
The cast of Songs of the Disinherited felt honored to work with a choreographer who embodies living history. 
One student, reflecting on her experience, said ñI am so grateful that I was given the opportunity to work with 
an artist who has had as much influence on the dance community as Donald McKayle. It was truly an honor 
and inspiration for me to be able to rehearse with his direction and share in the physical, mental and 
emotional information that he gave so many accomplished dancers before me.ò 
 

Funding for the Donald McKayle residency was provided by the Bossak Heilbron Charitable Foundation and 
Tim Summers.  

 

VISITING ARTISTS 

Sarah Lustbader in Donald McKayleôs Songs of the Disinherited 
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Wade Madsen Receives a Teaching Excellence Award  
 
Professor Wade Madsen received a 2009 Cornish College of the Arts 
Teaching Excellence Award. Three awards are given each year to 
outstanding Cornish faculty who are selected by the students in their 
department. In addition to being honored at the college 
commencement ceremonies, recipients receive a monetary award. 
 
Wade Madsen has taught at Cornish College of the Arts since 1985. 
He teaches Modern Dance, Choreography and Modern Partnering 
courses, and choreographs annually for Cornish Dance Theater. He 
also advises seniors on their capstone projects. A core faculty 
member, he is integral to his studentsô progress on a daily basis. 
 
The Dance students who selected Wade Madsen for the Teaching 

Excellence Award recognized his concern for their well-being and personal growth as well as his commitment 
to their artistic development.  
 
The student selection panel declared: Wade Madsen is personable, respectful and honest. His class is 
thorough in improving our strength and technique, and he consistently gives insightful feedback to each 
individual student. He is a role model to us because of his commitment to his involvement in the community. 

 
 

Congratulations to Michele Miller  
and Lodi McClellan  

 
The Dance Department celebrated two promotions 
among its core faculty during the 2008-09 academic 
year.  Lodi McClellan was promoted from Associate 
Professor to Professor and Michele Miller was promoted 
from Assistant Professor to Associate Professor.  Join us 
in congratulating Lodi and Michele on their 
achievements. 
 
 

Faculty & Staff News  
 
Byron Au Yong  presented an excerpt of his work Stuck Elevator in the OtB Northwest New Works Festival. 
His composition Kidnapping Water: Bottled Operas was released on CD.  Byron received a Creative Capitol 
Award, was included on 4Cultureôs Touring Arts Roster, and was a Music Consultant for the Portland Taiko 
Rhythms of Change CD.   

 
Eric Chappelle  created original music for the roll-out video of the Google phone at a NYC press conference, 
for a piece in the Men in Dance Festival, and collaborated on music for a short film about Mary Magdalene. He 
did sound design for Beckyôs New Car at ACT Theater and for The Road to Mecca at the Seattle Repertory 
Theater.  He performed in the cast of Seven Brides for Seven Brothers at The 5th Avenue Theatre, performed 
original music with Ela Lambli at a Seattle City Hall lunch-time concert, accompanied the Mark Morris Dance 
Groupôs Dance for Parkinsonôs class at Evergreen Hospital, performed with dancers in a site specific piece at 
the Seattle Art Museum Sculpture Park and played in the band for Das Barbec¿ at ACT Theater. This summer 
Eric accompanied classes for the Bill Evans Dance Intensive at Cornish, the Seattle Dance Intensive for 
Teachers at Creative Dance Center and Dance Fremontôs Summer Intensive.  
 
Kitty Daniels  taught ballet master classes and workshops on the anatomy of dance technique for the 
Tennessee Dance Alliance Teachers Summit in Nashville, TN. She conducted a week-long visiting artist 
residency at Tulane University, teaching master classes and directing rehearsals of her dance Pantheon, set 

DANCE DEPARTMENT FACULTY & STAFF NEWS  
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on the Newcomb Dance Company. She taught at the Dance 
Fremont 2009 Contemporary Summer Dance Program and the 
Cornish College/Bill Evans 2009 Dance Teachers Intensive, and 
taught master classes for Ballet Northwest in Olympia, WA.  Her 
article Teaching to the Whole Dancer: Synthesizing Pedagogy, 
Anatomy and Psychology was published electronically as a 
resource for teachers by the Journal of Dance Medicine and 
Science. Her reflective writing course exercises have been 
included in Dance Writing Handbook (editor Wendy Oliver), to be 
published by Human Kinetics.  She has been appointed to the 
editorial board of the Journal of Dance Medicine and Science. 
 
Tonya Lockyer is a graduate student in the University of 
Washingtonôs Dance Program.  She presented choreography in 
the MFA/Faculty Dance concert at Meany Hall.   
 
Ryan Love  released his CD Life in Orbit, available on iTunes, 
Amazon.com, and CDBaby.com. Ryan had promotional 
performances in Montreal, Toronto, Boston, and New York. His 
website is http://www.rytunes.com/.  
 
Tim Lynch  produced and danced in Seattle Dance Projectôs 
production of Project Orpheus, based on the Greek myth of 
Orpheus and Eurydice. In addition, Tim produced and performed 
in Seattle Dance Projectôs mixed repertory program at ACT.  
 

Wade Madsen  choreographed for Seattle Dance Projectôs production of Project Orpheus, the Chop Shop 
Festival, Seattle Operaôs production of The Marriage of Figaro, Eastside Moving Company at Bellevue 
College, and Full Tilt. In the summer, Wade taught in Durango, Colorado; set a new work on the 40 Women 
Over 40 dance company in Boulder, Colorado; taught and set a new work on the students at Western 
Washington University; and celebrated his 25

th
 year teaching at the Boulder Jazz Dance Festival. Wade 

continues his open classes at Velocity.  He is beginning Gyrotonics training.  
 
Lodi McClellan  presented pre-show lectures for the UW Chamber Dance Company, discussing the influences 
behind Loµe Fullerôs Night, Fire Dance and Lily of the Nile (1895-96), Joseph Giffordôs The Pursued (1947), 
Twyla Tharpôs The Fugue (1970), David Dorfman and Dan Frootôs Bull (1994), and Doug Elkinsô Center My 
Heart (1996).  During spring and summer Lodi taught ballet and pointe technique at ARC, Dance Fremont!, 
American Dance Institute, and in the Cornish Summer Dance Program.  Lodi began volunteering as a writing 
tutor at ñ826 Seattle,ò a local chapter of the national organization dedicated to supporting students ages 6-18 
with their creative and expository writing skills, and to helping teachers inspire their students to write. 
 
Michele Miller  choreographed Intrinsic Encounter for Elisa Reed in the 2009 Cornish BFA Concerts. She was 
a guest modern teacher at the University of Oregon, taught an open-major Self Defense workshop at Cornish 
for female students sponsored by the Cornish Wellness Center and taught a modern master class at Berkeley 
Ballet Theater in Berkeley, CA, representing Cornish College. Michele traveled to Hong Kong with a group of 
ten students for two weeks in fall 2008 to study Kooôs Style Tai Chi and Northern Shao Lin Kung Fu with Sifu 
Cheung Yui Shing. Her US students and the Hong Kong class performed together in the Hong Kong Chinese 
Martial Arts Association Benefit performance at Queen Victoria Stadium for the ñTrain of Hope,ò a train full of 
doctors that travels throughout Mainland China performing eye operations on needy individuals.   
 
Angela Rinaldi  created original music and choreography for Pied Piper performed at the Museum of History 
and Industry and music directed and choreographed Footloose at Bellevue High School.  She continues to 
perform as Stella Moncello in Fuh-Geddaboudit! An Interactive Mafia Musical, for which she also wrote the 
original music, in performances at Royal Argosy Cruises and The Parlor Club. Angela also performed and 
wrote original music for Caffeine, An Addictive Musical, also performed on Argosy Cruises. Angela is an actor 
in Interactive Murder Mysteries aboard the Royal Argosy Cruises and has also written three original murder 
mystery scripts for The Argosy: Grounds For Murder, Dressed To Kill and Saddle Up! Over the summer, 
Angela taught musical theater drama camps at Seattle Children's Theater, Spectrum and The Evergreen 
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